Double-Entry Journal 
For this Reader Response activity, during and/or after your assigned reading of the Moats article, “Teaching Reading is Rocket Science,” you will identify  7 specific author quotes / statements that you found to be significant in nature and then for each selection, provide a detailed rationale for the importance / significance of that information.  Please be sure to cite the page number(s) for each quote / statement selected.
	What the Author Says…
	Why It’s Important…

	

Good information is hard to get (p., 13).

	

Some of the textbooks do not explain important concepts, but they generally give the relationship between them. Teachers are sometimes given wrong information which is not based on any supporting ideas. Teaching materials need to be accurate and relevant to teachers so that they can prepare well to teach reading. The knowledge for teachers and their practices needs to be obtained from good programs to produce a significant change.


	


The most important role of schools is teaching students to read (P.4).
	
This statement is crucial because it assesses the main causes of difficulties in reading and the important constituents of effective reading instruction. The role of schools is not to play any other task but to help students be good readers and the preventive measures to curb the difficulties linked to reading. This teaching to students acts as the tool to improve their understanding and build a strong cognitive development of students. Many students have difficulties in reading, and this can be fought by means of starting early teaching and conducting classroom teaching.


	


Reading early allows students to build success on success (P.8).
	
Early reading exposes students to a variety of books and enhances the acquisition of knowledge regarding the world to those students that who begun reading early since they have had a good interaction with books and other reading materials that improve and enhance their knowledge. Those students who find difficulty in reading during their first step of reading encounter slow growth of vocabularies which is the required basis and foundation of intensive reading and understanding of further reading towards reaching a good understanding of the world and other contexts.



	The mental processes involved in learning to read are hidden (p.11).



	Reading is associated with a learning activity. This shows that for reading to be achieved, the student must know the language of reading. Reading is not an event but a process that involves learning to read one word and thereafter learn how to read the whole comprehension and a book. This statement shows that it is not easy to know the processes involved in reading knowledge since it involves the mind, which means learning how to read is the aspect of the development of the mind.





	Few teachers have been taught the structure of language (p.11).



	People who have learnt and acquired knowledge of language sometimes show weakness in it. This is because most of them did not have time or a chance to learn language structure. Some teachers find themselves in a situation where they understand some structures like word structure and spellings patterns but have weakness in speech sounds or other patterns. This implies that some teachers do not understand the language well.





	Meaningful and consistent professional standards are absent (p., 12).
	Unlike other professions, teaching has been equipped with little training of teachers whereby the knowledge they acquire through training does not help them much in their profession. Professionals such as pilots and engineers undergo serious training, and they are equipped with enough skills that will help them in their profession. There are achievement levels that they have to meet to qualify in their profession. The above statement is very important because there are rules that have been put in place to ensure that all teachers who direct students in reading have the relevant knowledge during their training to ensure that this knowledge imparts students.





	Widely used programs are uninformative (p.13).
	Those teachers who do not prepare well in their teaching professions often use the information in the teaching manual. These materials provide a small percentage of the information they need to know and understand about language use and concepts they need to give to students. Some of these programs may provide information, but it is very limited compared to what teachers need to know. Teachers should not rely on these programs as they provide limited information, or they can be misleading.
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